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Big John Goes Camo

ost hunters of my acquaint
ance dress ‘properly” when they
head out with a rifle slung over
the shoulder and by a hunter's definition
properly dressed” means wearing either
khaki
vative hunters stick to traditional khaki,

or camo. Although some conser
camo is becoming more popular especially
because of the growth of bow hunting. |
i a little surprised therefore that few local
companies have taken the opportunity to
manufacture camouflage hunting apparel
Une that has is Big John Clothing com-
pany that has its factory and retail outlet
in Howick in KwaZulu-Natal

Founded in 1993 by husband and wifi
team, lan and Ann lohnson, Big John started
manufacturing rugged outdoor clothing that
was snapped up by BN farmers, hunters and
outdoor enthusiasts. Right from the start the
lohnsons made a point of listening to thelr
customers and the feedback they gotl on-
thled them to make the type and size cloth-
ing that satisfied their clients’ requests, such
as embroldered and/or silk screened items
for companies, clubs and organizations. Ann
lohnson told me they can just about duplic-
ate any symbaol or logo a customer wants,

Big lohn took the ‘camo plunge’ in 2006
when they obtained permission to ‘cus-
tomize” a 3-1 design belonging to Cabelas
in the USA, With the Cabelas 'hardwonod
green’ pattern as the base, a designer made
the changes necessary to keep things legal

and soon Big lohn 31 camuo was ||||||:._] it
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The Big John Camo design is typically American, but the pattern blends well with our natural

vegetation in a variety of veld Ly s,

the production line, The pattern or design is
typical American, depicting their hardwood
torests with oak-type leaves and trees - no
acacias, mopane or ghwarrie bush here
Although some prefer camouflage that
depicts local vegetation, the most impaort-
ant aspect of any pattem is that it blends
with natural bush n a variety of veld iy pes.
Big John camo does that very well, the pic-
tures show that it is a perfect ci T Promise
\irican veld

which works in many South

tvpes. | have been using Big John products

since August 2006 - in KwaZulu-Natal, the
Free State and Northern Cape with total
satisfaction. This pattern has green-brown
(rather than the more usual grey-brown)
look to it, which makes it ideal for the green
seasons - late summerfautumn and spring
However, it also has enough dark “tree bark’
tormake it suitable for mid-winter use in the
bushveld and mountainous areas like the
Moordenaarskoroo, where it blends in with
the dark, rocky backgrounds and the dark

greens of the ghwarrie bushes

Left: Here the hunter demonstrates how well the cama blends with the bush in northern KwaZulu-Natal,

Right: The hunter makes himself more visible for the benefit of the camera,
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Leit: Can vou spol the shirl - it blends perfectly with a jakkalshessie bush in the Free State,

Right: When used properly the Big John design can be very effective in fairly open terrain,
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Rig lohn makes short and long

shirts and long trousers as well as jackets,

walstecoats and overalls. For bow hunters

tand perhaps even bird watchers) hoods

face m with draw-strings and 1oce masks

it attach to peak caps are also available
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1 also manufactures small, tlop

rimmed hats as well as standard
ind R195

peak caps, Shirts retail for R175

respectively, the trousers for R24
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jackets from R495 to RS50
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How not 1o use camo. The hunter’s body is

well camoutlaged, but notice how the face

and hat stand out against the sky

| tound the shirts un omliortable and

very abrasive at the armpits and nipples. |

reported this and the Johnsons now put al

their camo through a I ro-

special washin

cess that softens up the material, The shirts

and overalls | received early i 2000 are com-
fortable to wear and give vou that real ‘old

friend’ feeling when vou put them on. Full
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